Top 9 Reasons for ASCE to add a 501c6 designation
Intro....The vote in April 2007 will be on whether ASCE should create a parallel 501c6 organization which would allow an increase in the lobbying done by ASCE on behalf of the profession.
1. No more $1 million cap on Lobbying – ASCE currently engages in lobbying, but we are nearing our IRS imposed cap of $1 million a year.  If created, the 501c6 entity would allow ASCE to do an unlimited amount of lobbying on behalf of ASCE members.  The c6 would also allow ASCE to form a political action committee to support federal candidates.

2. ASCE will keep its current 501c3 – If the ASCE Board decides to proceed with formation of 501c6 organization, ASCE would still retain its 501c3 organization in much of its present form.  

3. No ASCE dues to candidates – NO ASCE dues could ever be given to candidates for federal office – this is against the law.

4. ASCE is not neutral now -- ASCE is not a neutral party when it comes to public policy – our 163 public policy statements make that clear.

5. ASCE is a lobbying organization NOW – ASCE is already defined as an organization that lobbies.  At the federal level we file lobbying reports two times a year.  In FY 2005 ASCE spent $450,000 on lobbying activities as defined by the Lobbying Disclosure Act of 1996.

6. ASCE could publish Voter’s Guides – Every ASCE member could receive a Voter’s Guide detailing how each member of congress voted on key civil engineering issues during that session of Congress.

7. ASCE could endorse candidates – This is important for a professional society to have as an option.  The candidate with the commitment in line with ASCE’s policies on infrastructure and the profession should be officially supported.
8. Renewing America’s Infrastructure – ASCE’s Board of Direction has made rebuilding the nation’s infrastructure a top priority for the ASCE in the new strategic plan.  To accomplish the goal the society will have to be successful in a number of areas on key one being advocacy at the federal, state and local levels.  

9. Implementation of Policy 465 -- The recent adoption of a model law that would increase the educational requirements for professional engineers is a major step toward implementing Policy 465. Now, the licensing laws in 55 states and territories must be changed. The lobbying effort required to achieve that goal, coupled with ASCE’s ongoing efforts to support legislation addressing the nation’s infrastructure needs, will exceed the IRS’ strict limits on our lobbying activities. 

