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2011 Western Regional Younger Member Council

Orange County, CA

Resolution to add 501(c)(6) designation to ASCE
WHEREAS, the American Society of Civil Engineers (Society) is currently designated as a 501(c)(3) Non-Profit organization; and,

WHEREAS, the Society currently engages in lobbying and has the potential to exceed the IRS limitations of a 501(c)(3) organization within the 2011 calendar year;
WHEREAS, the Society is not, nor has it ever been, a neutral entity with regards to public policy, as evidenced by the Society’s 163 public policy statements;
WHEREAS, an added 501(c)(6) designation would allow the Society to achieve self prescribed goals as stated in “Achieving the Vision for Civil Engineering 2025: A Roadmap for the Profession,” specifically Outcome 5: Leaders in Public Policy, where we are entrusted to create sustainable infrastructure and enhance the global quality of life;
WHEREAS, the limited activities allowed under the 501(c)(3) designation impede the Society to substantially influence legislation and hinders the Society’s involvement in campaign activities;
WHEREAS, adding a 501(c)(6) entity to an existing 501(c)(3) entity would grant additional access to legislative activities and lobbying in order to effectively shape legislation for the benefit of the public;
WHEREAS, if created, an added 501(c)(6) entity would allow the Society to engage in an unlimited amount of lobbying on behalf of Society members;
WHEREAS, an added 501(c)(6) entity would allow the option for the Society to form a Political Action Committee (PAC); 
WHEREAS, an added 501(c)(6) would allow the Society to endorse candidates at the national, state and local levels;
WHEREAS, the Society will continue to retain its current 501(c)(3) designation in addition to the 501(c)(6) designation;  
WHEREAS, it will remain that no Society dues should ever be given to elected officials since it is prohibited by law;
WHEREAS, the Society has already been defined as an organization that lobbies, and federal lobbying reports are filed bi-annually.  In calendar years 2005 through 2008 ASCE increased there spending on lobbying activities by $340K, $420K, $800K, and $846K, for each year respectively.  In 2009 ASCE spent $1,170,000 on lobbying activities as defined by the Lobbying Disclosure Act of 1995;

WHEREAS, if the Society's spending on lobbying continues to increase, its tax status as a 501(c)(3) may be in jeopardy;

WHEREAS, if created, the addition of a 501(c)(6) classification would allow the Society to publish Voter’s Guides that would be distributed amongst Society members and to the public providing voting history of each congressional member regarding key civil engineering issues during each session of Congress;
WHEREAS, the Society’s Board of Direction has emphasized rebuilding the nation’s infrastructure as a top priority for the Society, and in order to accomplish this goal and fully leverage efforts to promote the Report Card for America’s Infrastructure, the Society will need to be successful in advocating at the federal, state and local levels;
WHEREAS, the adoption of Policy 465, which aims to increase the educational requirements for professional engineering licensure, will necessitate the modification of licensing laws in all 50 states and territories, thereby requiring a major lobbying effort, and coupled with the Society’s ongoing efforts to support legislation addressing the nation’s infrastructure needs, will potentially cause the Society to exceed the IRS’ stringent limits on the Society’s lobbying activities;
WHEREAS, the representatives of Western Regional Younger Member Council (WRYMC) recognizes the June 1, 2006 Region 8 Resolution, the September 29, 2006 Region 6 Resolution, and the January 27, 2007 Region 2 Resolution resolving that the Society should increase its political involvement by adding a 501(c)(6) designation, for the benefit of the civil engineering profession and the public;
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the representatives of WRYMC supports and encourages the Society to add a 501(c)(6) federal tax code designation to the existing 501(c)(3) designation, and be it further.
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